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Abstract Nature 

“Whether you succeed or not is irrelevant, there is no such 
thing. Making your unknown known is the important thing–
and keeping the unknown always beyond you.”  
~ Georgia O’Keeffe 



Georgia O’Keefe  

Georgia Totto O'Keeffe (1887 WI – 1986 NM – 98 yrs.) was an American artist known for her 
paintings of enlarged flowers, New York skyscrapers, and New Mexico landscapes. O'Keeffe 
has been recognized as the "Mother of American modernism. 

I found I could say things with color and shapes that I couldn't say any other way - things I 
had no words for. 
I've been absolutely terrified every moment of my life - and I've never let it keep me from 
doing a single thing I wanted to do. 
Nobody sees a flower - really - it is so small it takes time - we haven't time - and to see takes 
time, like to have a friend takes time. 
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Georgia O’Keefe 
Abstract Nature  

Assignment 

• Find a flower or natural object, or a picture of one. 

• Bring your flower, object, or photo to class with you. 

• View your subject close up and imagine if it filled to 
overflowing your drawing area. 

• Sketch, draw, paint your subject as a close-up that fills 
your drawing area. 

• Give you work a title and sign it. 

• When it is complete, take a picture of it. Try to get good 
light for the photo, and photo from directly above. 



I hope you will enjoy and find value in our session. Your 
support helps keep our program and our artist instructors 
going. If you are able to give a donation for this class, we would 
greatly appreciate it. Thank you!  
 

Donations may be made on  
our website at:  
www.artwithelders.org  
 

Or by check, mail to:  
Art With Elders 
236 West Portal Ave. #845 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
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