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Experimental 

Watercolor 

Adventures 

“A picture is a poem without words.”  Horace 
 

“You study, you learn, but you guard the original 
naivete.”  Henri Matisse 
 

“Art is not a thing, it is a way.” Elbert Hubbard 
 

Stay firmly in your path and dare; be wild two hours 
a day.”  Paul Gauguin 



Watercolor Basics 

Materials 
Good paints, thick paper, Hot Press is smooth, Cold Press is textured 
 

Techniques 
• Watercolor washes. There's more than one way to approach a 

watercolor wash — you can either do it on a wet surface or a dry one. 
- Wet-on-Wet/Wet-on-Dry 

• Underpainting 
• Gradients and Color Blending 
• Layering Watercolors 
• Dry Brush 
• Lifting Color 
• Watercolor Blooms 
 

Additions 
• Salt 
• Cling wrap 
• Oil 
• Masking Fluid 



Watercolor Techniques 
Wet-on-Wet 



Watercolor Techniques 
Dry-on-Wet 



Watercolor Experiments 



Watercolor Experiments 
Cling wrap 



Watercolor Techniques 
Salt 



Watercolor Techniques 
Oil, Blown 



Watercolor Techniques 



Watercolor Styles 



Watercolors by Alex Green 



Watercolors by Alex Green (B&W) 



Experimental Watercolor 
Assignment 

Let’s do some 
experiments with 

watercolor! 



I hope you will enjoy and find value in our session. Your 
support helps keep our program and our artist instructors 
going. If you are able to give a donation for this class, we would 
greatly appreciate it. Thank you!  
 

Donations may be made on  
our website at:  
www.artwithelders.org  
 

Or by check, mail to:  
Art With Elders 
236 West Portal Ave. #845 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
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